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“Utter...I know that most of us don’t trust 

humans because those humans up there shot my wife. 

On the other hand, I’m sure we can trust this human 

because he was helping us,” said another baboon. 

This was the continual chattering JP heard, his 

body bruised but his mind clear, as gentle hands 

lowered him carefully, but swiftly, down the cliff. In 

doing this the baboons made sure they were not seen 

from above. 

On reaching the ground, JP calmly uttered, “If 

you give me a hand we will rescue your wife and the 

others. They were not killed, only stunned, so quickly 

get me back up there.”  

Taken aback that this human could understand 

and speak to them, never mind give them orders, the 

baboon troop just stood there and gasped!  

"If you want them back, get moving!" snapped 

JP. 

"Utter....Come along, do what he says," said the 

troop leader. The baboons quickly carried JP to the top 

again. 

“So they can understand me! I’m sure this 

ability must be due to an ancient African gene I 

inherited from my Hottentot grandmother. As a people, 

they lived very close to nature,” JP reflected aloud, a 

little surprised but mighty pleased. He was thankful for 
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the many hours he’d spent watching and listening to 

their barking and grunting, where he stayed hidden 

behind bushes at the waterholes in the early mornings 

and evenings. 
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Baboon’s Decoy 

"Leader, give me five of your strongest men, 

while you take the rest of the troop as a decoy to lure 

the hunters away from the trucks," said JP.  

This stopped the gun-timid baboon troop from 

again clambering down the cliffs. The leader singled 

out five males to stay with JP, while he and the rest of 

his troop hesitantly departed to do as told.  

"Their stun guns will be ineffective at 50 meters 

or more," assured JP.  

“Utter...Seems a good plan, look at them 

following our mates,” said one of the strong baboons. 

JP noted with satisfaction that all six poachers were 

soon chasing after the troop while he and the five 

baboons made their way to the trucks, guided by Eagle. 

 



JP and his Animal Detectives 

30 

 
 

“Come!” was all that was needed to get them moving. 

"You five each pick up a stunned ape, and I will bring 

the remaining two," ordered JP. 
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"Do hurry," he commanded, when he saw that they, in 

their playful way, were about to look in the vehicles for 

nice things to steal and eat. 

 Sheepishly, they did as told. 
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“Utter - Pass them to us,” was sufficient to tell 

JP that the troop leader had left a handful of strong 

female baboons to help with the burden of getting his 

load of stunned apes out of sight. 
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Leopard’s Justice 

“Stay hidden,” said JP on immediately returning to the 

trucks, because he had noticed four dazed leopards in 

the second vehicle, as well as a baby baboon in the one 

in which the seven stunned baboons were found. He 

then noticed that the poachers were wearily returning, 

so he quickly removed the distributor from the empty 

truck and shoved it into his pocket. He then dismantled 

the communications radio. He loaded all the spare guns 

and ammunition into the vehicle with the stunned 

leopards, collected the baby baboon, and drove off just 

as the poachers were coming around the last bend in the 

track. 
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A shouted, “Hey,” told him that they’d seen 

him. He hoped that they had no loaded guns with them 

other than those with stun bullets. No shots were fired.  
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After a few kilometres, JP pulled off into the 

cover of the bush, and stopped to wait for the leopards 

to recover. He opened their cage door to release them. 

He, with the baby baboon on his lap, and Jakkals fell 

fast asleep in the cab of the truck, while Eagle rested in 

a nearby tree. 


